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Synopsis

Living in a Microbial World is a textbook written for students taking a general microbiology or
microbiology-themed course for non-science majors. It teaches the essential concepts of
microbiology through practical examples and a conversational writing style intended to make the
material accessible to a wide audience. In order to make the science relevant to students, every
chapter of the book contains a series of cases intended to motivate learning the microbiology
concepts. The cases present microbiology in the news, in history, in literature, and in scenarios of
everyday life. Each case ends with several questions intended to pique student interest, and those
questions are answered in the next section of the chapter. By clearly and succinctly explaining the
fundamentals of microbiology through practical examples, the book provides a scientific framework
through which students can understand critical issues about microorganisms and disease that they
will encounter throughout their lives. They will learn the role that microorganisms play not only in our
health but also in ecosystem processes, our diet, industrial production, and human history. Topics
that we hear about every day, from global warming to energy independence to bioterrorism, all have
a microbial angle. This text is designed to provide the reader with the background needed to
understand and discuss such topics with a genuine understanding rooted in science. Supplements:

Online Glossary. Online Student Flash Cards. Animations and videos.
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Bruce V. Hofkin received his PhD from the University of New Mexico where he is currently a faculty



member in the Department of Biology. His primary research interest is the epidemiology of

vector-borne diseases.

The book arrived on time like it said and the price is reasonable. "Used books" from definitely help
me save a lot of money. If i was to buy this used book at the college’s bookstore, it would cost me

twice amount of money. Plus it's in good condition when | received it so I'm a happy customer.

Just a used book, a little fraying on the covers. What | read in the product description is exactly what

| got, so that’s good.

| purchased this item from (not a seller) and the book came (gently) used! If it was in poor condition
| would complain, but since it only has some dog-eared pages and a pencil line on a page, it's not a
huge problem. However, | expect that when | pay full price for an item that is said to be "new" that it

will arrive in said condition. This is one of the few times has disappointed me (even if only slightly).

The book arrived in good condition as it described, but it took almost one month to get to me. The

seller never mentioned that the book would be shipped from India.

Amazing book. | couldn’t put it down, even though it was a micro book! So interesting and well

written. Very relevant to everyday life. I'm glad it was the required text for my class.
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